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As I write this, the sun is setting 
on a very crisp cool fall day.  It 
is a nice change from the cold, 
rainy fall weather we have been 
having lately.  The one benefit 
of the rainy weather has been 
the opportunity to stay inside 
and throw some pots for the 
sale. 
  
In October, we had another 
successful Blue Plate event. The 
plates were awesome!!  Just 
goes to show what a few years 
of practice making plates can 
do.  The evening ran very 
smoothly and everyone had a 
wonderful time.  For more 
highlights, read on.  
  
Coming up on November 17th is 
the annual Christmas sale.  This 
is a great way to showcase your 
recent work. For new comers, 
come out to the sale to see 
everyone’s latest work or 
volunteer for a job.  It’s a great 
way to get to know those in the 
guild.   
  
Since ancient times, September 
has been viewed as the 
beginning of the New Year, a 
time for reflection and 
resolution. For me, fall is also a 
time to set new goals and plan 
for the New Year.  More so than 
January when I would rather 
curl up with a book and 
hibernate.  This year, I vowed to 
focus more time on learning, 

reading books and taking 
courses.   
  
Over the years, I have collected 
books related to pottery.  I’ve 
leafed through them, looked at 
the pictures and picked out 
tidbits of information but have 
never really read them through. 
This fall, I am reading 
‘Alternative Kilns & Firing 
Techniques’ a Lark Ceramics 
book with a hope to try out 
some of the low fire processes 
before the snow flies.  I’m also 
taking a throwing course at 
Lambton College in Sarnia. One 
of the reasons was to have an 
opportunity to fire with a gas 
kiln in a high fire, reduction 
environment.  Taking the class 
has opened up a whole new set 
of possibilities.  With every new 
instructor, you pick up different 
perspectives, hints and 
techniques.  
  
At the studio, Lowell, Gene and 
now Cathy have put together a 
wide variety of classes for all 
skill levels that filled up quickly 
this fall and will be offered 
again in January.  Wendy and 
Chris have been working hard 
to get the fall lineup of 
workshops set up as well as 
reserving some exciting 
workshops for this spring and 
next fall.    
  
I encourage you to take some 
time out for an upcoming class 
or workshop.  Have a look at 
the library for a good book.  If 
you’ve come across a really 

good book or website, put a 
blurb in the newsletter and 
share it with the guild.  What’s 
really exciting is seeing the 
growth in the guild with the 
classes and workshops.  The 
evidence is in the results 
coming out of the kiln, new 
work at the Christmas sale and 
what was show cased at the 
Blue Plate Dinner and past 
Exhibitions. 
  
Happy Potting.  Hope to see 
you at the Christmas sale.   
  
Jane 
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Campaign Chair  

BLUE PLATE 3  
 
Blue Plate 3 is now behind us - 
what a successful event it 
was!!!  It makes one realize the 
powerful team the London 
Potters Guild can be.  Really, if 
you want to feel good about our 
accomplishments it can all be 
encapsulated into evenings like 
this.  After months of planning, 
letter writing, and gathering, the 
dinner was flawless.  Some 
welcome changes were the 
Dutch Auction and having 
pottery for the majority of the 
auction items; the meal, service, 
location worked a special magic 
for the evening.  
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We have such talent in our 
Guild.  There are a lot of thanks 
to go out to those who helped 
make Blue Plate 3 special. 
Thanks to Darlene for countless 
hours organizing the meal, the 
day, the tickets, and for being 
our gracious MC.  Thanks to 
Chris Snedden for being our 
auctioneer. Patrons appreciated 
his wit, the care he took in 
explaining the pieces, and his 
patience. Thanks to Wendy for 
being the liaison with Fanshawe 
College, what a great comfort 
she was, she made everything 
run smoothly.  
 
The list of volunteers is a long 
one, this goes without saying 
for such a huge undertaking:  
 
Rene Wortel, Ursula Bird, Alice 
Nagus, Marilyn Barbe, Patty 
Rush, Teresa Ainsworth, 
Lowell Barron, Chris Snedden, 
Genet Hodder, Pat Bridgnell, 
Ian Bridgnell, Meredith 
Johnston, Wendy Pearson, Elly 
Pakalnis, Kris Milne, Wendy 
Lycett, Belinda Chubak,  Beth 
Turnbull Morrish, Eva Koh, 
Jane Paterak, Tracy Robinson, 
Ron Ball, Pat Ball,  Cheryl 
Canie, Lisa Plancke, Kevin 
Plancke, Darlene Pratt, Julia 
Bickford, Don Lobb,  Cathy 
Roberts, Marry Lukeman.  
 
Potters, yes we are potters and 
holy smokes did we, as a Guild, 
ever produce some awesome 
plates!!!  Yes the Blue Plate 
raises money, and awareness, 
but above all else the potters 
created fantastic plates.  There 
must have been 200 to chose 
from - talk about team effort. 
The mastery of clay garnered in 
the workshops and raku firings 
held to make many of these 
plates was exhibited in the 
scope of creativity, growth and 
generosity in our membership.  
 
Thus far, it is too early to give 

an accurate accounting of our 
profits.  We should be able to 
give you some firm numbers at 
our November general meeting.  
 
OUR FUNDRAISING 
EFFORTS:  
 
Now that the Blue Plate has 
been successfully completed it 
is time to move on to working 
hand in hand with our fund 
raiser, Lisa Plancke.  The Seize 
the Clay Committee will 
continue our monthly meetings 
and our reports to you.  If you 
have any questions at all please 
feel free to contact me at: 519-
293-3339.  If you want to sit in 
on our meetings our next one is 
Monday, November 27, 7 pm at 
Genet’s house 20 Mayfair Ave 
London.  
 
CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY 
SET RAFFLES  
 
You can buy tickets for the 
calligraphy sets at our general 
meetings.  The ticket price 
remains the same: 1 ticket for a 
loonie and 3 tickets for a 
toonie.  There will be another 
item added to the set making 
each raffle bigger than the 
next.  Hint: you may need to 
shake hands with lucky Bella 
before each raffle, she is a 
winner. 
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A big “thank you” to the 
London Potters Guild for 
making my Friday the 13th so 
memorable.  Blue Plate was a 
great event.  I really enjoyed 
seeing all of the beautiful plates 
you created for the evening.  I 
had to keep myself from 
storming through the roped off 
display area to grab all of your 

gorgeous plates for myself.  
Sigh…I can see how pottery 
can become addictive.  At least 
the Fall sale is just around the 
corner. 
 
This month, I want to share one 
of the items we are including in 
our solicitation kits for grant 
providers and donors.   
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1. Your support will help fill a 

documented and growing 
need in the London area 

 
2. You will be helping to 

revitalize a London area 
building and neighbourhood 

 
3. Clay is a therapeutic art 

medium with proven 
benefits 

 
4. The timing is right.  Our 

plan is a perfect fit with the 
City of London’s “Creative 
Cities” mandate 

 
5. You will be supporting a 

respected organization with 
a 25 year history of giving 
back to the community 

 
6. You will make it possible 

for the London Potters 
Guild to serve a greater 
number and cross section of 
area residents 

 
7. Your support will provide 

area youth and community 
organizations with access to 
a positive art experience 

 
8. You be helping cement the 

London area’s reputation as 
a centre for excellence in 
clay art 
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9. Your support will provide 

employment opportunities 
and foster community 
partnerships 

 
10. You will be helping the 

London Potters Guild in its 
mission to share the joy of 
clay with as many people as 
possible 

 
Now That’s a Great Return 

on Investment! 
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The Christmas Show and Sale 
at Carling Heights Community 
Center is coming up quickly.  
There are lots of brochures 
available in the studio.  Help us 
spread the word and put them 
everywhere – Art Galleries, 
work, studios.  Let’s make this 
the biggest and the best yet.   
 
Sale Dates:  
  
Friday Nov 17   - 6pm to 9pm 
Sat Nov 18       - 10am to 5pm 
Sun Nov 19     - 11am to 4 pm 
 
Location:  Carling Heights 
Community Centre.   
350 Elizabeth Street in 
London. 
 
Set up is Friday from 2pm to 
4pm.  Anyone arriving after 3 
pm will not be permitted to set 
up.  Quality control will take 
place from 4pm to 5pm.  Each 
potter will be expected to sign 
up for two shifts on consecutive 
days – either Fri and Sat or Sat 
and Sun.  The show ends at 4 
pm Sunday and we expect that 
the tables will have enough 
stock to last until that time and 
not look bare.  There will be no 

taking down of displays before 
4pm when we announce the 
show is over.  We must look 
professional.   
 
There are many different jobs to 
be done within the various 
teams so you may be 
approached to set up signs, help 
set up tables, set up the toonie 
or the guild table.  It takes a 
guild to run a show.   
 
All tables are 6 feet long and we 
will expect a non refundable 
$20.00 cheque to reserve either 
one or two tables by the next 
meeting. The guild will take 
20% of the sale with a cap of 
$200.00.  This show we will be 
keeping the $20.00 cheque to 
help cover the rising costs.   
Tables should be professionally 
set up with tablecloths covering 
to the floor so pots can be 
discreetly store underneath.  No 
seconds will be permitted in the 
show. 
 
Quality Control 
 
Will be checking for the 
following things: 
• Smooth bottoms, no kiln 

wash left on and no “S” 
cracks on the bottoms or 
handles. 

• Handles must be smooth 
and free of jagged edges. 

• No crazing, crawling or 
pinholes. 

• All raku and pit fired pots 
should be identified as such  

 
If a piece does not meet the 
show standards, it will be put 
under the table with an 
explanatory not attached.  
Newer guild participants might 
be interested in joining the 
quality control for experience.  
It’s also a great way to see 
everyone’s beautiful pots. 
All new potters must have their 
work juried prior to the show 
and will be assigned a number 
for their pots.  Potters who are 

regulars will use their usual 
numbers. Your numbers will be 
available at the next meeting. 
 
Your pottery must be clearly 
marked with the number above 
the price since this is how the 
potter will be identified for 
payment.  Stickers must stick to 
the pots.  
 
We have over 25 potters in this 
years show so it should be a 
good one.  The show is a great 
opportunity to get to know other 
potters and discuss pots, people 
and life in general.  Spread the 
word and the flyers and let’s go 
for the best show yet.   
If you have any questions call 
Pat or Ron at (519)285-3538.    
   
 
 

ROFESSIONAL 
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Workshop Series –
Fall 2006 

 
We have started the fall 
program off with great 
success.  Rene Wortel delivered 
an excellent sold out session on 
hand building and the 
participants all came away with 
some pretty impressive looking 
teapots as well as some new 
techniques and terminology to 
carry with them on future 
projects.  Chris Snedden 
managed to present Raku Basics 
despite a rain delay of one day. 
I am sure we have a new group 
of Raku experts among us now 
ready to fire up those kilns and 
amaze us with their artistry.  
 
If you haven’t tried any of the 
sessions, I encourage you to 
consider signing up. I have 
attended several over the past 
year and each one has given me 
so much new inspiration and 
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ENERGY.  I always come away 
with techniques and tips I have 
not learned before.  Some of the 
upcoming workshops are 
completely booked up with a 
waiting list. If you are on the 
waiting list please be patient. 
We will try to offer those 
workshops again in the winter 
term along with new topics.  
 
There are still seats available in 
the following workshop. Please 
sign up as soon as possible. 
(Note: When signing up, please 
include your full name and 
phone number) you can sign up 
in the Guild studio or by calling 
or e-mailing Wendy Lycett 
(519-433-5001 or 
be_art1@yahoo.com) 

Teapots and Things 
That Pour  

•       With Beth Turnbull  

Maximum 8 participants. 
Beth’s unique teapots and 
vessels are put together with 
both skill and artistry. This is 
your chance to learn from a 
master.  Teapots and Things 
That Pour  will be a hands-on 
workshop, on the potters wheel, 
including demonstrations on 
making all parts of teapots: 
different types of bodies, 
including closed-forms, lid-
systems, spouts and handles, as 
well as tips on assembly and 
function. 
 
Participants will need to bring 
or buy Tucker's Mid Smooth 
Stone Clay, their own tools and 
a lunch. 
 
Sunday November 26, 2006 
10:00 AM -3:00PM 
Cost $30.00  
London Potters Guild 
Members Only 
 
For more Information contact 
Wendy Lycett, 519-433-5001 

 
ROGRAM 
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Thank you to those who helped 
September start off with a 
bang.  Chris Snedden, Lucy 
Corriveau, Rene Wortel, Jane 
Danic and Gene Timpany all 
showed off what they had 
learned over the summer.  They 
were very generous in sharing 
their methodologies used in 
their creations. 
  
For October we had Lisa 
Plancke do her fund raising 
presentation.  It was great to 
have such a clear picture 
presented to us on what the 
Guild really is all about. 
  
November Marry Lukeman will 
be presenting something on her 
area of expertise – sculpture. 
Unfortunately, she is leaving 
London so this would be a great 
opportunity to gain insight into 
an area that you may not be 
familiar with. 
  
December will be our annual 
Christmas Pot Luck Dinner. 
The food and company for this 
event is unrivalled. Please let 
me know if you can volunteer in 
some capacity.  Entertainers are 
always welcome. 
  
After-the-meeting in January, 
David Kalinovich will be giving 
a demonstration as to how he is 
able to create his lidded boxes.   
  
For springtime, we will be 
looking to Joey Ianni for her 
method of burnishing and other 
methods of preparing her pots 
for firing.     
  
It looks like a full year of great 
after-meeting-programs.  Come 
on, join in the fun and the 
learning. 
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5 classes are currently running 
and emails are arriving asking 
for information on the next set 
of classes.  Thanks to Beth for 
noticing we needed more starter 
kits and getting them here on 
time! 
 
Classes will start in mid January 
but the information will be on 
the website by December 1.  
We're thinking about adding 
one more Beginners class as 
waiting lists indicate there are 
the people to fill it. 
 
Here's your opportunity to give 
someone pottery classes for 
Christmas! 
 
 
 

TUDIO 
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The studio is in good hands now 
that Beth has been hired to 
oversee the operation.  She is 
doing a great job getting the 
facility back in shape. 

Change is good even for a 
potter. 
 
 
 

NNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Studio: 

Please clean up after yourself 
and mop the floor around the 
wheels and the glaze buckets.  It 
makes life much easier on your 
studio coordinator and the other 
guild members. After you use 
the glazes, please put the lids 
back on the glaze buckets.  
When the lids are left off, the 
water in the glazes evaporates 
and the glazes become too 
thick.  This is one reason why 
sometimes the glazes on your 
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pots crawl and peel away in 
spots.  

Calls for entry: 

Calls for entry for an oxidation 
show in March- April 200, put 
on by the Thames Art Gallery in 
Chatham, are available from the 
guild at the November meeting. 
The entry deadline is January 
31 2007. Entry by slide or CD-
ROM. There will be $1600 
available in prize money. The 
work will be juried by Angelo 
di Petta and Susan Card. A total 
of 20-25 pieces will be 
exhibited. I am excited about 
this rare opportunity to show 
pottery and I am sure we will 
see some interesting 
submissions. 
Andrea Vuletin  
FrankVuletin@aol.com 
 

Wanted: 

Wayne McKinnon from the 
Talbot Trail Cafe in St.Thomas 
is looking for someone who can 
make pie plates for them.  They 
use a ten inch pie plate and 
cannot find them on the retail 
market. Anyone interested, 
please contact Wayne 
McKinnon at 
519-633-1565 or by email 
www.talbottrail.com 
ron_ball@rogers.com 
 

For Sale: 

Even heat kiln. 690 watts.230 
volts, 30 amps.  About 3' high 
and 2' diameter.  Mint condition 
$295.00 
Mike, 519-453-6929 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EXECUTIVE LISTING 

 
President 

Jane Paterak 
Jpaterak@odyssey.on.ca 

 
Secretary 

Penni Stoddart 
penelopepots@rogers.com 

 
Treasurer 

Laila Costello 
lcostello@jhryder.com 

 
Studio 

Gene Timpany 
gtimp@sympatico.ca 

 
Newsletter 
Jean Chen 

jean_jie_chen@yahoo.ca 
 

Workshops 
Sandy Wishart 

sg.wishart@sympatico.ca 
Wendy Lycett 

WLycett@fanshawec.ca 
 

Artisan’s London 
Joey Ianni 

terrapottery2001@yahoo.ca 
 

Classes 
Cathy Molitor 

cmolita052@rogers.com 
 

Membership 
Sandy Greason 

sandygreason@hotmail.com 
 

Program 
Alice Nagus (temp.) 

anagus@sympatico.ca 
 

Exhibition 
Vacant 

 


