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Seems to me that when I think I 
need to join Goodlife Fitness the 
reality sinks in about the daily life 
of a full time potter. A potter’s 
life is a fitness routine all on its 
own!  
      
Winter is a slow time for my 
modest, tourist based business; 
it’s a time to play catch up and to 
prepare for the busy summer 
months. Buckets of glaze need 
topping up, that is a workout in 
itself. So far I have remade four 
glazes and tried out two new 
ones. Slugging around five gallon 
pails of glaze and 50 pound bags 
of ingredients keeps me fit in a 
rewarding kind of way. It is 
worthwhile when the test pots fire 
to meet my expectations.   
 
Another good workout is pugging 
clay that is a real muscle builder 
in itself, who needs to lift weights 
and do cardio when you spend an 
hour tossing 40 kilo boxes and 20 
kilo pugs of clay around?  
      
Throwing is another muscle 
builder. My manicurist made the 
comment that she “knows” I work 
with my hands because they are 
strong and muscled. Think about 
the workout that loading a kiln 
gives you; the shelves are nice 
and heavy giving your back a 
good stretch with both loading 
and unloading.  
 
Next time Gene or Chris offer 
studio workshops volunteer some 

time, you’ll be rewarded in more 
ways than you first thought.  
 
On another note, it is exciting to 
think that we will soon be doing 
our count down for the move to 
664 Dundas. Now that two new 
high density residential properties 
are going up in close proximity to 
our building our future looks 
brighter than ever. As a society 
we are growing toward a new 
way of doing things, we are 
following the economic model 
that Richard Florida espouses. It 
may be a difficult concept to 
comprehend at the moment, but 
as all the pieces start to fall into 
place, as they are in Old East 
Village, things will become 
clearer. The London Potters Guild 
is playing a leadership role in this 
area.  
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A little over six months from now 
we should be enjoying our new 
home at 664 Dundas St.! The 
months will pass quickly as we 
move into the construction phase 
of the project. 
 
The final floor plan and all the 
details about plumbing, electrical 
and HVAC needs have been 
supplied to the mechanical 
engineer who will work out 
further requirements. This will 
allow us to work up an entire 
materials needs list to shop 
around for discounts on wiring, 
plumbing supplies and other 

items to finish the studio.  
 
The engineer also produces 
detailed drawings that will be 
passed to City for approval and a 
building permit. Then we can 
begin the most exciting work and 
watch as the façade is restored to 
its turn of the century former 
glory. The studio will be bright 
and spacious and ready to 
accommodate the full range of 
potters from beginner to 
intermediate to our artists in 
residence! 
 

After many months of research 
and number crunching, the Seize 
the Clay committee made a 
formal recommendation to the 
executive that we install a 
geothermal heating, ventilation 
and cooling (HVAC) system. The 
recommendation has been passed 
and the work should begin in late 
March to early April. We 
anticipate the operational cost 
savings enjoyed through this 
system to be approximately 
$4000 a year. 
 
The grand portion of the 
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demolition work on the first floor 
is complete. We have a little more 
insulation to install in the ceiling, 
but the space is ready for the 
professionals to work their magic! 
 
We are keeping a close eye on 
our finances. We have received 
some very generous donations 
from outside sources in the past 
moths, but our fundraising efforts 
lately have been minimal.  
 
It has been a few years since the 
LPG membership has been asked 
to contribute financially to our 
efforts. To ensure we completely 
finish the first floor, including all 
the necessary shelving units and 
equipment to make the studio a 
great place to work, we are in 
need of an additional $50,000. 
Your support would help us fulfill 
the vision of the London Clay Art 
Centre – the only stand-alone; 
guild owned and operated facility 
of its kind in all of Canada! 
Please consider making a 
donation to the campaign. Any 
amount you are able to offer is 
appreciated. 
 
Once again, you are always 
welcome to give me a call and to 
discuss our plans and progress. I 
can be reached at 519-680-3874 
or at prattdarlene@rogers.com. 
(LPG donation form is attached at 
the end of Newsletter.) 
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I caught a hint of Spring in the air 
this week. This is a sign that 
makes me look forward to the 
renewing, busy time of Spring, 
and getting ready for the 
Sale. People will be looking for 
things for the garden, gifts for 
Mother's Day, and of course 
Wedding season! At our last sale 
I got requests for goblets, French 
butter dishes and salt and pepper 
shakers. There's lots of inspiration 

this time of year, and I look 
forward once again to seeing all 
your new creations! 
  
At the end of the newsletter, you 
will find the Sale Contract with 
all the guidelines. If you are new 
to the Sale, remember you must 
be juried in at the Executive 
meeting, in the month before the 
Sale - which happens to be this 
Tuesday, March 3.  
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First off, I would like to welcome 
Genet Hodder who has accepted 
the position of class 
coordinator. She is a long time 
and honorary member of the guild 
and an experienced potter. Her 
positive attitude, organizational 
skills and experience with the 
guild make her an excellent 
choice for class coordinator.   
  
Registration for the spring session 
of classes is underway. If you are 
thinking about taking a class, read 
through the lineup for 
spring. Additional details can be 
found on the website and there 
will be class flyers available at 
the studio. 
  
Monday evening – Beginner and 
Beyond -Brian Barry  
Tuesday evening – Beginner and 
Beyond - David Moynihan  
Wednesday evening - Throwing 
101 – Beth Turnbull Morrish 
Thursday evening – Beginner and 
Beyond – Chris Snedden 
  
Tuesday afternoon – Beginner 
and Beyond – Sam Cuttell 
Wednesday afternoon – Hand 
building – Rene Wortel 
Thursday afternoon – 
Intermediate Throwing – Linda 
Wright 
  
Saturday Morning – Children’s 
classes (ages 7 – 10) – Penny 

Stoddart 
Saturday Afternoon – Youth 
classes (ages 11 – 17) – Beth 
Turnbull Morrish 
Sunday Evening – Parent/Child – 
Penny Stoddart 
Need more information? Contact 
our class coordinator Genet 
Hodder at (519)433-9550 or by 
email:class@londonpottersguild.o
rg 
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For those who missed the Angelo 
di Petta workshop in January... 
tooo bad! Angelo was awesome! 
We spent 2 days with one of 
Ontario's true masters of surface 
and clay. He explained many 
techniques for decorating work 
and I think that when it came to 
the participatory part of the 
weekend, many people had a 
difficult time deciding what 
technique to try first! From under 
glaze, and over glaze, to lip inlay 
and other specialty glazes, 
Angelo was extremely generous 
with information and everyone 
had an excellent time. Happily, I 
video taped the entire weekend 
and once I have some time to edit 
it down it will be in the library 
available to borrow and view at 
your leisure. Cheers!   
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Dear Guild Members 
 
This past weekend I had the 
opportunity to attend Angelo di 
Petta Workshop at the guild and I 
have to say I am blown away by 
how much I learned over the 2 
days and how much I enjoyed 
every minute in the presence of 
Angelo and my fellow potters. 
This was a life changing 
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workshop, and I don't mean that 
in a corny way. I mean that the  
experience will change the way I 
look at my work and will have a 
big impact on what I do from now 
on. 
 

 
Angelo was a delight. He is a 
skilled teacher and master of his 
art. His artistry has inspired me. 
You will definitely see his 
influence in my next pieces! I will 
also be putting together some 
Intensive Self Study workshops 
so that we as guild members can 
pursue in greater detail some of 
the techniques he taught. Look for 
an upcoming workshop on Slip 
Casting and Colouring Slabs as 
well as one on Casting Plaster 
One Piece Molds and Slabs for 
Decorating.  
 
Thank you, Chris Sneddon, for 
bringing Angelo to our guild, and 
an even bigger thanks Chris for 
encouraging me to sign up. Thank 
you to all those who signed up 
too - your participation made the 
workshop even better -- we are a 
great group of people.  
 
The workshops offered by the 
London Potters guild have been  
instrumental in expanding our 
collective skills and inspiring 
those of us who attend. I 
encourage everyone to sign up for 
these events in the future - you 
will be glad you did. 
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What an exciting workshop.  A 
weekend with Angelo di Petta 
was so crammed with exciting 
ideas that I went home high as a 
kite – no drugs were consumed.  
How do you put all those 
wonderful ideas to work when 
you know you haven’t absorbed 
everything that he demonstrated.  
It’s all so easy if I could 
remember it all.     
 
It’s been a while since I took part 
in a weekend workshop.  When 
Chris Snedden arranged this one, 
I decided to go and knowing 
nothing about the presenter.  A 
bonus was that it was a “hands 
on” workshop for which you 
needed green ware, bisque, and 
leather hard and glazed pieces.   
 
Angelo’s forté is surface 
decoration.  He demonstrated an 
inexhaustible combination of 
techniques that anyone could do.  
I just brought home some of the 
tiles that were decorated during 
the weekend.  The results were 
truly exciting. Now, if only my 
notes were.   
 
Thank you Chris for arranging 
this workshop. Now could you 
book him a few more times so I 
can pick up some of the stuff not 
covered in my notes. 
 
 

ROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT   
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Sign up for LPG workshops in the 
studio.  
  
- Please pay for each workshop 
separately. No seat is confirmed 
unless payment has been made, 
however you can pay by posted 
dated cheque (payable on the 
actual day of the workshop)  If 
you are paying cash please 

include your name, the amount 
and the workshop you are signing 
up for.  
- All payments go in the box 
marked WORKSHOPS on the 
kiln room wall above the grinder.  
- The deadline for withdrawal is 2 
weeks prior to the start of the 
workshop. After that you will be 
charged for your seat if you do 
not attend and your seat cannot be 
filled by another.  
 
Intensive Self Study Workshop 
 
One Piece Plaster Moulds / 
Plaster Slabs for Slip Casting  
 
DATE:  Sunday March 8th                        
TIME:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
COST:  $17.50 plus material fee  
 
(for plaster etc, amount depends 
on number of participants) 
 
Join Your LPG friends for a 
working day making one piece 
moulds for slip casting or slab 
work as well as creating plaster 
slabs for casting printed and 
impressed clay slabs from slip.  
We will be working with 
information gained during the 
recent Angelo Di Petta workshop 
to develop our own moulds and 
batts.  
 
Please bring:  
· Your own clay for making a clay 
proto type, and clay dams 
· Large square plastic basin or 
strong shallow box for your 
plaster slab 
· 4 - 2 ft long pieces of 2x4 woods 
· Vice grips 
· Items to be cast if preferred 
(balls, simple shapes etc) 
· Dish Detergent or mold release 
· Tools, gloves and towels ( throw 
away towels in case of plaster 
contamination)  
· Any books you have on slip 
casting or mold making, research 
from the internet etc. 
 
 

P 



 

 4 

ROGRAM 
������!����������!����������!����������!����� ���
 

 
OK, so 2009 started off with a 
real thud. As you may or may not 
know, January and its 
accompanying snow put a halt to 
our January program. We hope to 
make amends by having January's 
program in March. 
  
Although February was cold, we 
managed to have a large turnout 
for the program at Jonathon's.  He 
and Brian were in the midst of 
setting up for their show on 
teapots – “no drips allowed”. 
There were some amazing teapots 
and a large array of mugs. It is 
always amazing to see how many 

ways artists can interpret and 
come up with their version of a 
functional teapot. That's what we 
came to observe and hopefully we 
can apply it to our own work. 
Most of us also observed water 
leaking from the ceiling. I guess 
the ceiling didn't pay any 
attention to the theme of the 
show. 
  
After gathering in all the sights at 
Jonathon's, we went next door to 
Coffee Culture for our meeting. It 
was short and sweet in more ways 
than one.   
  
For March, Marilyn Barbe, our 
beloved president, has again 
arranged for Terry Eger of 
Strathroy to do the program. She 
is a young potter who is also a 
stamper. Terry will demonstrate 
what you can do with 

stamps.  Having recently attended 
Angelo di Petta's workshop, 
stamping is an extension of what 
we learned at the workshop. 
Personally, I'm very excited to see 
what Terry been able to 
accomplish with her stamping.   
  
To my mind we've only had one 
snow storm since November - it 
just hasn't stopped yet.  Let's hope 
that the snow stays away this 
time. Maybe, just maybe, by the 
time of the March general 
meeting we will have become 
familiar colours other than white 
or grey. 
 
 

TUDIO REPORT 
������������������������������������������������� ������������ ���
 

 
Hello Everyone!  
March is “Green” month on the 
tag system in the members’ 
studio. You'll remember that in an 
effort to keep the work in the 
studio moving through the cycle, 
we have reinstituted the “Tag 
System” of marking pots on the 
various shelves that store work-
in-progress. At the beginning of 
each month, a coloured “Tag” is 
put on each pot or group of pots, 
and during the month, if you're 
still working on the piece, simply 
remove the tag, and it will not be 
considered abandoned and 
chucked. If it is left on the shelf 
with the previous month’s 
coloured tag on it, it will get 
thrown away. Last months 
coloured tag was orange. This 
month is green.  
 
This system, first instituted by 
Beth Turnbull-Morrish, has 
dramatically decreased the 
amount of clutter on the storage 
shelves in the members’ studio 
and on the bisque storage shelves. 

Keep up the good work and keep 
the work moving through.  
The kilns have been gone over 
and new elements put in the 
“Old” kiln in preparation for the 
oncoming glut of work from the 
end of this session of classes and 
the upcoming show. With that in 
mind, please put your work 
through in a timely way and we 
all will do our best to fire the 
work as soon as there is a full 
load. Special thank yours goes out 
to Brenda Duncan, and Carol 
Wong as well as, of course, our 
volunteer studio coordinator Gene 
Timpany.  
 
Also thank you to Beth and the 
rest of the membership who 
showed up for the cleaning blitz 
awhile ago. As part of the Studio 
Potter Program, Beth organized a 
tutorial on health and safety in the 
studio and showed us some tips 
and best practices regarding 
cleaning of the studio space. 
Remember: use a cloth or paper 
towel to pull up that smear of dust 
that's left on the counter after you 
wipe! The place is looking great!  
There will be another two Studio 
Potter Program sessions this 
month:  

March 15th – Glaze making in 
the classroom with Chris 
Snedden, Learn how to weigh out 
and put together into a usable 
consistency a percentage recipe 
for glaze, and how to maintain 
glazes in a studio.  

March 29th – Kiln Loading  in 
the kiln room with Gene 
Timpany. Learn the best practices 
associated with the loading, 
unloading, and firing of the kilns. 
Learn about firing cycles and how 
temperature and time affect 
glazes.  
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Both these workshops run on 
Sunday mornings, 10am to 1pm, 
and are free to Studio Members. 
Remember to bring your studio 
Potter handbook and if you don't 
have one yet tell the coordinator 
of your session and one will be 
provided. This program is 
mandatory for all studio 
members, who must attend at 
least one of these sessions per 
year and are designed to provide 
you with information and best 
practices necessary in the running 
of any pottery studio.  
Note to the kiln loaders/ 
unloaders: Thank you for your 
continued efforts again but I do 
need to remind you that there is 
often student work left on a cart 
in the classroom that needs to be 
fired. It is vital that this work 
goes through for our first time 
customers. Please be aware of 
their work too. The work that gets 
unloaded and has a “c” and some 
class symbol on the bottom of it, 
goes onto a cart that moves into 
the classroom to be picked up by 
students. Sometimes it's easy to 
miss, but for the most part this 
system has really helped in 
keeping the two streams of work 
more organized. Good work!  
Thank you to everyone for 
helping to maintain a safe and 
healthy studio.  
 
 
 

NNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
Powerplay opening and 
preceeding workshop 
 

I've attached the poster for the 
workshop that will precede the 

opening of this year's Powerplay 
exhibition. We're having a whole 
day of clay. Thomas is doing a 
throwing demonstration which 
will be followed by a presentation 
by Susan on her recent residency 
in China. Lunch will be included 
in the workshop fee. We will 
break for dinner which can be had 
at any number of local 
establishments, and then return to 
the gallery for the opening. The 
opening coincides with the 
opening of another exhibit that 
has some touches of disco and 
so the evening should be a great 
party!  I'm looking forward to the 
show and to the opportunity to 
learn from both of this year 
esteemed Powerplay jurors. I 
hope to see some of you there. 
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EXECUTIVE LISTING  

President 
Marilyn Barbe 

mbarbe@execulink.com 
 

Past President 
Jane Paterak 

Jpaterak@odyssey.on.ca 
 

Secretary 
Joey Ianni 

terrapottery2001@yahoo.ca 
 

Treasurer 
Laila Costello 

lcostello@jhryder.com 
 

Classes 
Genet Hodder  

ghodder@execulink.com  
 

Membership 
Teresa Ainsworth  

tainsworth@odyssey.on.ca 
 

Visiting Artist & In-House 
Workshops  

Chris Snedden  
clayguy4u@chrissnedden.com 

Wendy Lycett 
WLycett@fanshawec.ca 

 
Studio 

Chris Snedden  
clayguy4u@chrissnedden.com 

Gene Timpany 
gtimp@sympatico.ca 

 
Programs 

Alice Nagus  
anagus@sympatico.ca 

Elly Pakalnis 
 

Sales 
Beth Turnbull-Morrish 

turningbullpottery@hotmail.com 
 

Artisan’s London 
Joey Ianni 

terrapottery2001@yahoo.ca 
 

Seize the Clay 
Darlene Pratt 

prattdarlene@hotmail.com 
 

Newsletter 
Jean Chen 

jean_jie_chen@yahoo.ca 
 

Publicity and Public Relations   
Webmaster 
Julie Ryan 

julieryan@rogers.com 
 

www.londonpottersguild.org 
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Yes! I want to support the Seize the Clay campaign and help build the London Clay Art Centre 
– the first of its kind in Canada!  
 
Enclosed is my charitable donation of:  �  $25 � $50 � $75  � $100 � $200   � $__________ 
 

�  Cheques payable to: The London Potters Guild 
 

�  Please charge my gift of $__________ to my credit card:  �  Visa   �  MasterCard   �  Amex 
 
Card No. ..................................................Expiry Date: ............................................  
Signature: ................................................  

 
Name: ..................................................................   Address: ..........................................................................  
City: ......................................................................   Province: .....................   Postal Code: ............................  
Telephone: (Home) ..............................................   (Work) ...................................................  
E-mail: ..................................................................  
 
Information collected will only be used for the purposes of the London Potters Guild. We do not sell or trade donor information. Charitable tax receipts 
will be sent for donations of $20 or over. 
 
�  Please do NOT contact me in the future. 

 
The London Potters Guild, c/o Darlene Pratt 72-900 Pondview Rd., London, ON N5Z 4L7 

Charitable Registration Number: 88667670RR0001 
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THE LONDON POTTERS GUILD ANNUAL FALL SHOW AND SALE  
Carling Heights Optimists Community Centre, 650 Elizabeth St., London, Ontario 

Friday April 24, 6-9, Saturday April 25, 10-5 and S unday April 26, 11-4  
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY. 
1. To participate in the sale you must be a current member of the LPG. 
2. All work must be done by the artist. (E.g. No glazing of commercial tiles or pottery).  All work must be 
ceramic, please do not display or sell work in other media.  Mixed media will be acceptable if the non-ceramic 
portion is less than 15% of the article, for example the leather string on a ceramic necklace.  If you are 
uncertain about how this applies, please contact us for the jury to discuss specific examples. 
3. No seconds allowed. No glaze defects, sharp edges, rough bottoms, cracks, etc. All work will be checked by 
quality control on the day of the sale between 4-6pm.  Unacceptable pieces will be placed under tables and 
marked with red dot stickers. 
4. Set up for the show is Friday, April 24, 2-4pm.  Anyone arriving after 3pm will not be allowed to set up.  You 
must be finished your setup by 4pm to allow for the quality control team to do their job. 
5. Table coverings must be a plain cloth, extend to the floor and cover three sides. (This will also be checked 
by quality control, if your cloth does not reach the floor you will be required to fix it.) No fake flowers or 
greenery, but live flowers, plants or greenery are encouraged.  Props should be marked as to whether they are 
included or Not For Sale: NFS. 
6. Participants must work two consecutive shifts over the duration of the sale. You may supply an alternate 
person if you are unable to work your shift.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior to shift. 
7.  Each sale participant must deliver at least one bundle of flyers to an assigned destination according to the 
Master List of galleries and arts organizations.  This will assure all predetermined recipients receive flyers and 
there is no overlap.  If you live out of town, we will send you a bundle and add your local galleries, arts 
organizations etc. to the Master List.  Sale participants should also hand flyers out to their own personal 
contacts.  Flyers will be distributed on or about March 24. 
8. While LPG is insured for public liability, we are NOT RESPONSIBLE for any lost or damaged pieces. All 
items for sale are the responsibility of the participant. Potters are encouraged to keep their own inventory. 
9. Participants may select one or two 6’ long by 2 ½’ wide tables (maximum two) or they can provide their own 
set up (ie: a free-standing display that fills the space of one or two tables, no larger). 
10. Participants must keep in mind the number of pots they will require to keep their booth space reasonably 
full for the 3 day period.  Displays should look as full at the end of the sale as they did at the beginning.  
Participants should be sure they choose the appropriate number of tables for the amount of stock they have. 
11. All pottery must be clearly marked with a secure price tag. Your assigned number must appear above the 
price. (If you participated in the last sale your number will be the same). 
12. Pottery should include instructions for its intended use.  Raku ware must be labeled as not for food. 
13. New potters entering the sale must be juried in.  This will take place on March 3 at 7pm at the executive 
meeting: Bring several pieces indicative of what you wish to sell. 
14. Each sale participant must display a sign with their name or their pottery name.  A plain, standardized 
cardstock sign will be provided, or you may use your own sign, provided that the lettering is at least one inch 
tall. Participants are also encouraged to have business cards and Artist’s Bios. 
By submitting this application you agree to abide by these terms and conditions. Please retains this page to 
refer to. 
Note: Location requests cannot be honoured, table location is randomly selected. 
ENTRY FEES 
Entry fees of $20.00 per table  (non-refundable after March 31) must accompany this application.  
The LPG will receive a commission of 20% (cap of $300.00). 
Send cheque (no cash) payable to the London Potters Guild with the entry form below prior to March 31, 2008  
to:  

****Entries MUST arrive by mail! (It is too easy to lose  
       them when they are handed to me at random). 

Any questions regarding the sale, please contact Beth 
Turnbull Morrish, Sales Co-ordinator at 519-951-9853 or  
by email: turningbullpottery@hotmail.com 

Beth Turnbull Morrish  
71 Stevenson Ave. 
London, Ont. N5W 1Y1   
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YES, I WANT TO PATICIPATE IN THE 2009 SPRING SALE.  
(Please print legibly.) 

 

NAME:______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:_____________________________________________________ 

EMAIL*:______________________________________________________ 

 
*Please note that receipt of this contract and your cheque will be acknowledged by reply to the email 
provided here. You will receive periodic updates by email. If you cannot use email you will be 
contacted by phone to acknowledge the receipt of your entry.  Sale updates and information will also 
be available in your LPG Newsletter and announced at LPG General Meetings. 
 
I agree to the Conditions of Entry as stated above. 
 
  
Signature ________________________________ Date: _______________________________ 
 
�  I require access to hydro.  (Please be sure to bring an extension cord and, if you need more than 
on socket, a power bar). 
 
Please choose ONE  of the following options: 
 
�  I wish to participate in the beginners table (12 or less pots, first-timers only): No fee. (this option 
being dependant on number of participants applying). 
 
�  I wish to split a table with______________________________________: $10 each, $20 total. 
(You must make arrangements for your own partner). 
 
�  I require ONE - 6’ x 2 ½’  table: $20 total. 
 
�  I require TWO - 6’ x 2 ½ ‘ tables: $40 total. 
 
�  I wish to use my own free-standing display the size of: 6’ x 2 ½’: $20 total. 
 
�  I wish to use my own free-standing display the size of: 12’ x 2 ½’: $40 total
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