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It’s hard to believe this is the final 
newsletter for the year and my 
last message in the newsletter as 
president.  These past two years 
have been busy and filled with 
exciting changes. When I began, 
the fundraising for Seize the clay 
was just underway with our 
fundraiser and a grant from 
Trillium, we were heavy into the 
planning of another blue plate 
dinner and we had new members 
join the executive team.   
 
Since that time, the guild has 
grown yet again. The studio 
membership is beyond 70 
members and classes have peaked 
at 9 classes in a session. We now 
have our own building with 
serious planning and renovations 
underway. With the current 
demand on our studio space, the 
pressure is on to complete the 
renovations and move in by early 
next year. Along with the events 
from Seize the Clay, the 
executive team has spent many 
hours running the many facets of 
the guild. Planning and 
organizing classes, workshops, 
professional development 
workshops and programs, running 
the studio, planning fund raising 
events, running the sale, 
exhibitions, publishing 
newsletters, administering the 
finances for the guild and 
securing funding from outside 
sources. Whew…. It is sometimes 
overwhelming thinking of what 
gets accomplished in this guild 

through volunteer hours. I can’t 
thank the members of the 
executive and committees enough 
for their support, time and 
dedication during my time as 
president. You are a very 
professional, committed and 
enthusiastic group. Without you, 
this would not have been 
possible. 
 
Next year will be an important 
year for the guild as we transition 
to our new space. As such, 
Marilyn Barbe has volunteered to 
take on the role of president for 
the next two years. This is very 
fitting in that Marilyn has been a 
driving force behind Seize the 
Clay since its inception in 2000.    
Congratulations and best of luck 
to Marilyn in the coming years.  
Darlene Pratt will be the chair for 
Seize the Clay starting June 1st.  
Congrats to Darlene! 
 
There are some other changes to 
announce. Joey Ianni has stepped 
forward to be secretary next year 
and Penny Stoddard will continue 
as secretary for Seize the Clay. 
Elly Pakalnis will be working 
with Alice Nagus on programs 
and she will also be helping 
Cathy with class registrations for 
the summer session. Laila will 
continue for one more year as 
Treasurer of the guild.  If anyone 
has an interest in taking this on 
the following year and has some 
accounting background, have a 
talk with Laila to find out what is 
involved.  It would be ideal to 
have someone join her this year to 
transition into the following year.  

 
And finally, time to celebrate the 
year and have some fun. The year 
end Raku Bash will be at Chris 
Snedden’s studio Saturday June 
21st.  There will be lots of fun, 
beautiful pots and yummy 
potluck!   
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Congratulations, you are all 
proud new owners of 664 
Dundas St.! 
 
Friday, March 28 we took 
possession of the building that 
within the next year will be 
transformed into the London Clay 
Art Centre, home of the London 
Potters Guild. 
 
The Seize the Clay committee has 
been working diligently since 
closing to secure quotes to fix and 
resurface the damaged roof. An 
agreement has been signed for 
work to begin in mid June. This is 
an essential part of the 
renovation. Once the new roof is 
done, we will all sleep better 
knowing the building is no longer 
sustaining damage each time it 
rains. 
 
Special thanks to Teresa 
Ainsworth and Gene Timpany 
who have been visiting 664 daily. 
More than that, they have been 
emptying containers strategically 
placed on the second floor to 
catch water leaking into our 
beautiful home on those rainy 
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days. 
 
We have received the first 
installment of grant money from 
the City of London. As well, 
we’ve secured a very large 
private donation. This is 
testament to the level of faith the 
donor has in our project as well as 
in our committee. We’re certain 
we’ll be able to leverage more 
large donations on the strength of 
this gift. 
 
At the end of April we sent out a 
comprehensive Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to seven design 
and build companies in London. 
One responded to say it couldn’t 
take the project on. The only 
other respondent was MacFadyen 
Design and Build 
(www.macfadyendesign.on.ca/Ho
me4.htm). We are pleased to 
announce we have an agreement 
with MacFadyen to work as our 
general contractor and consultant 
on this unusual and complex 
project. To date both Paul Hurdle, 
president of MacFadyen and Greg 
Gillies, the company’s estimator 
have shown great enthusiasm and 
willingness to help us achieve our 
goal. 
 
Their involvement is about more 
than simply providing quality 
workmanship and a history of 
award winning innovative design. 
They will be a tremendous asset 
to us as we move forward because 
they are interested in the over 
arching project of revitalizing the 
Old East Village. They are 
interested in the arts and share a 
common aesthetic and philosophy 
of design. They are also amenable 
to us using volunteer labour to 
offset some of the cost of certain 
labour-intensive aspects of the 
work. They are also supportive of 
our need to acquire in-kind 
donations to defray costs. 
 
Monday, April 28, Julie Ryan, 
Marilyn Barbe and Maria 
Drangova toured two 

representatives of the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation through 664. 
We have a grant application 
pending approval in June, the 
funds for which would be 
available to us in August. Keep 
your collective fingers crossed for 
a happy outcome. They were very 
impressed with our purchase and 
are supportive in principle. 
 
For those of you who toured the 
building early on, the huge 
refrigeration units on the main 
floor have now been removed at 
no cost to us. It’s also a relief to 
know they will be reused and not 
become landfill. Removing the 
units was a massive job. We are 
fortunate to have been able to find 
someone willing to take the task 
on. Thanks to Marilyn for posting 
them on Kijiji and making sure 
that was taken care of in a timely 
manner. 
 
It’s a pleasure to announce we 
now have temporary lighting 
installed throughout the building! 
Since our first visit in December, 
we have been crawling through in 
the dark with only a few meager 
flashlights to help us identify the 
attributes of the building. Even in 
the dark it was obvious we had 
stumbled across something 
extraordinary. Seeing it in the 
light is fantastic. It is a beautiful 
wreck! 
 
Saturday, May 17 you were all 
invited to tour 664 in the light. It 
was the first long weekend of 
2008 and understandably not all 
of you were able to drop by. 
Nonetheless, those who saw it for 
the first time were excited by its 
potential. A group of around 
fifteen people stayed to 
participate in laying out the floor 
plan. Greg Gillies from 
MacFadyen came, as did Richard 
Morrison, a highly respected 
architect and friend of the LPG. 
We benefited greatly from their 
knowledge and advice. By the 
end of the day, we had come up 

with a draft floor plan that 
includes some ideas heretofore 
unimagined. We walked away 
very excited! 
 
Now, we anxiously anticipate 
Greg’s formal drawings of the 
space. We will soon have some 
life-like, three dimensional 
illustrations to show and use as 
we move forward in our 
fundraising efforts. Final versions 
of the plans will eventually be 
available online at the guild 
Website 
www.londonpottersguild.org. 
 
Looking to the near future, we’ll 
be asking how each of you 
imagines you can best contribute 
to the project? We do need to 
raise funds, but perhaps you can 
contribute in other ways such as 
by linking us to people you 
believe might have willingness 
and capacity to give, by donating 
labour or by donating materials 
for the new studio space? 
 
As always, feel free to contact me 
anytime to discuss progress on 
our new home. 
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Happy Spring!  Happy Summer! 
What a great time to get to work 
in our studios, finally no more ice 
on the throwing water!  I hope 
that you’re all as inspired as I am 
after the Spring Sale, NCECA, 
Tony Clennel’s workshop or 
Fusion this weekend. I’m looking 
forward to putting some of those 
ideas into action over the 
summer. 
 
Our Spring Sale this year was 
another success. It was on Friday 
April 25, 4-9pm and Saturday 
April 26, 9am-6pm. The times 
and days were a little different 
than other years due to the 
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booking arrangements, but for a 
two-day sale, with no Sunday we 
did quite well. In two days we 
were only slightly (8%) down 
from last year’s sales and 
attendance over three days!  So 
congratulations on a job well 
done!  Big Thank-You goes out to 
all the participants, Sale 
committee members and Guild 
members who helped out! 
 
The inauguration of the contest 
for the Best Sale Display got us 
all thinking about how to present 
our in the best possible ways.  
Wella Nolan, from Fashion 
merchandising at Fanshawe 
College did an excellent 
presentation at the April meeting 
on How to Create an Effective 
Retail Display.  She visited our 
show before the opening on 
Friday night and chose three 
winners for Best Displays:  Chris 
Snedden, Linda Stewart and 
Stacy Gedge.  Wella talked about 
why their displays were 
particularly effective, with their 
use of written materials and props 
that showed how the product 
could be used, along with other 
valuable tips.  Wella also made 
herself available for critiques.  
She was fantastic. I hope you 
enjoyed her advice as much as I 
did! 
 
We are in the process of coming 
up with another contest for the 
Fall Sale to keep us all on our 
toes! 
 
The 2008 Fall Sale will be at 
Carling Heights Optimists 
Community Centre on Friday 
November 21, 4-9, Saturday 22, 
10-5, and Sunday 23, 11-4.  
Watch for the Contract and Entry 
Form in the next newsletter. 
 
The 2009 Spring Sale will also be 
at Carling.  The dates are: Friday 
April 24, 4-9, Saturday April 25, 
10-5 and Sunday April 26, 10-4. 
 
The photographs for the postcards 

will be used from the Biennial 
Show, and chosen at random by 
the graphic designer. 
 
Many thanks to the people who 
answered the survey questions 
after our last Sale.  One great 
idea, from René, was to have a 
display of student work that 
helped to advertise classes.  Lots 
of you have suggested having 
demonstrations, and we’re going 
to consider that again, the 
problem always being SPACE! 
We continually use your ideas to 
do what we hope will make the 
sale better, and we are always 
looking for new FREE places to 
advertise.  Please send your 
comments to me via email, or any 
other means.   
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The Tony Clennell workshop 
"Teaching an Old Dog New 
Tricks" was a great weekend by a 
Canadian master potter! Tony ran 
an interesting and informative 
slide show on Friday night 
outlining his recent experiences in 
China, and Saturday and Sunday 
he threw and assembled various 
pieces from mugs to big 
casseroles and bakers. For me 
personally this workshop 
confirmed the approach of 
making "Some and Some" in my 
business. Some functional easily 
accessible work, and some work 
from the soul. Tony's vigorous 
work only reflects his approach to 
his life. The Critique at the end of 
the workshop was a good lesson 
for all who attended and Tony 
had some very good suggestions 
for the London Potters Guild as a 
whole. I'm sure everyone 
attending benefited from his 
experience and from seeing him 
make his great pots! Tony 
emailed me afterward and said 
what a good time he had and how 

we set the standard in running a 
professional workshop! Thank 
you to all who helped put on this 
event especially Jane and Teresa. 

 
 

LASSES 
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We are planning both adult and 
children’s' summer classes.  
Information will be posted on the 
website shortly. We are having 
shorter classes in the summer 
months to accommodate summer 
trips and to give people a chance 
to "sample" lessons between 
swimming and barbecueing! 
 
In September we will post our 
Fall classes so please check the 
website to see what might just 
inspire you! 
 
 

ROGRAM 
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Once again, it has been a full year 
of learning.  Thanks to Beth 
Turnbull Morrish there were two 
sessions on how to sell your 
wares. In November, Beth did a 
session and in April, she arranged 
for Wella Nolan, a teacher at 
Fanshawe College demonstrated 
how to display your pots. Our 
Christmas dinner, as usual was a 
huge success. Thanks to 
Rosemary from Dundee Pottery, 
for sending a gift certificate 
which was won by Sandy 
Greason. Grab bags were the 
theme of the evening and they 
were sold out in a matter of 
minutes. Chris Snedden taught us 
about using colorants in a known 
glaze. Teresa Ainsworth shared 
her slides from NCECA which 
was held in Pittsburgh this year. 
Penni Stoddart did a session on 
children - what we can teach them 
-- in clay -- and what we can learn 
from them. As always the fall and 
spring show and tell sessions as 
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always, proved to be invaluable. 
The next program, our annual 
Raku Bash will be held at Chris 
Snedden's studio Saturday, June 
21 at: 9 Riverview Ave., London, 
N6J 1A3  

Telephone:  (519) 476-9433    
  
It has been a busy year that has 
gone by in a hurry.  I hope to see 
you at the Raku Bash, however, if 
you cannot make it - have a great 
summer and we look forward to 
seeing you in the fall.   
  
 

TUDIO REPORT 
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Thank you to all who have been 
helping in the studio during this 
busy spring season! As you may 
have noticed the summer batch of 
clay has arrived and is installed in 
the Members Studio. I had to put 
it there because the City is going 
to take over the back of the 
Teaching studio by June 2nd and 
there was no point in moving it 
twice. During the unloading a 
placing of the clay I did some 
tidying up (thanks Joey) and have 
discovered a preponderance of 
plastic press moulds. (say that 5 
times fast!) Please.... no more! If 
you must bring in a new shape to 
use please take one home with 
you. I know that people are 
leaving them there for others to 
use and I appreciate that but I got 
to say that there are 2 baskets full 
of the things and if you can't 
make something out of what's 
there.... well I don't know. 

Anyway they're up in the baskets 
on top of the shelf with the batts 
if you need them. 
 
Also please we don't need any 
more containers and buckets for 
awhile. The glaze materials 
cupboard is overflowing.  
 
I know it seems as though Studio 
Technicians always have 
something to complain about, but 
I'm just trying to keep the place in 
order, for the most part 
everything runs fine and people 
do a very good job of being 
respectful of the studio and the 
other members who use it. The 
complaints are usually of a minor 
nature, I assure you. Still it is my 
duty to constantly remind the 
studio users to: 
- Clean up after yourself. 
- Chip the glaze drips off of the 
kiln shelves 
- Keep the work moving through 
the system (starting to notice a lot 
of dried out stuff on the 
shelves...) 
- etc etc etc. 
 
I'm going to hold a little training 
session on the 24th of May, 
Saturday morning, starting at 
10:00am. We'll learn about 
loading kilns and maintaining that 
area, and also about mixing 
glazes, which a number of people 
have asked about. Studio users all 
welcome.  
 
Cheers and keep up the good 
work. 
 
 

VENTS 
 
 
 

Annual Seconds Sale 

Saturday, June 14, 2008 
Ailsa Craig 
 
It must be four years since you 
started donating your "seconds" 
to the Seize the Clay Campaign.  

The time has come to do it again. 
 
What are seconds?  They are 
pottery that has minor flaws but 
can still be used. It's old stock, 
glaze mistakes, anything that you 
don't want anymore. 
 
How can they be donated?  There 
are two ways, the first is to leave 
them in the studio on Churchill, 
the second is to call Penni 
Stoddart and she will pick them 
up.  Her phone number is 519-
455-3319. 
 
How do I price them?  Use a 
piece of masking tape to price 
them.  Large pieces should be 
priced between $10.00 and 
$15.00, smaller pieces anywhere 
from .50 cents to $10.00.  Thank 
you for taking the time to price 
the pottery, we don't have time to 
do it on the day of the sale. 
 
Do we need help? You bet 'ya!  
There are two ways you can help. 
Either come to Ailsa Craig and 
help set up and sell at 6:30 a.m. 
OR arrive at noon to help pack 
up. Give me a call:  Marilyn 519-
293-3339 and I can give you 
directions to my home and studio.  
Every year we raise close to a 
thousand dollars which goes to 
our new Clay Art Center, it is a 
very worthwhile effort. 
 
June 14 is the annual garage sale 
in Ailsa Craig, we'll give you 
plenty of time to wander around 
and find a few bargains of your 
own.  
 
The LPG Exhibition 

Hope everyone is busy preparing 
their creations for the upcoming 
exhibition which will be held at 
the Woodstock Art Gallery from 
July 26th to Sept 13th. Robert 
Tetu and Susan Card will be our 
jurors.  If you have never entered 
an exhibition before we would 
strongly urge you to come and 
join in just for the experience. 
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You will be surprised at the 
beautiful pottery that will arrive 
for this event. We will be having 
prizes for best in show, best 
functional, best non-functional,  
best novice (potting for under 2 
years), and the people choice 
awards (visitors to the Gallery 
vote for their favourite piece of 
work.    
 
Below you will find the details 
for the exhibition.  
All entries must be received by 
the Woodstock Art Gallery 
between Tuesday Jun 10th and 
Friday June 13th. If Sat June 14th 
is the only day that works for you 
please call ahead and make an 
appointment.     
Work is to be delivered to the 
Gallery between 11-5pm.  $5.00 
entry fee for each piece submitted 
and each potter may submit a 
maximum of two pieces.  
Cheques are to be made out to 
"The City of Woodstock - Art 
Gallery". The Gallery requires 
that each piece entered be 
individually and securely 
wrapped with proper labeling on 
both the artwork and packaging.  
If you have any questions about 
pieces of unusual weight and size, 
please call Maria. Your pottery 
will be insured by the Gallery 
while on the premises until the 
specified pick up dates. 
Pick up: All works not accepted 
for the exhibition must be picked 
up by the artist or designate on 
Sunday June 15th between 3-
6pm. All works selected must be 
picked up by the artist or 
designate on Sunday Sept 14th 
after 4 pm. If you plan to sell 
your works the Woodstock   
Gallery will take a commission of 
20%.  Many pieces sold at the last 
exhibition. 
 
Closing reception and Awards 
Ceremony will be Sunday, Sept 
14 at 1pm. We have invited 
several other guilds so hopefully 
this will turn out to be our biggest 
and best. 

 
Make sure you read your entry 
form (attached as separate page at 
the end of newsletter) carefully so 
you are aware of all the details 
and good luck to everyone.  
 
 
ART MART 

Judging for the Art Mart will take 
place, at the Artisans Centre, on 
Sunday, June 22nd, 2 – 4 p.m.  
Members are invited to bring 
their pots for selecting and 
judging to the Centre a little 
before 2:00 p.m. that day so that 
we have time to set it up.   
We are pleased to announce that 
Bevin Ling (Ceramics Master at 
Beal – now retired) has agreed to 
be the judge. 
 
Members are asked to bring 
ONLY 1 or 2 pieces to be judged.  
The Museum has told us they will 
only accept 18 pieces in total, and 
ALL work must be for sale. 
 
After the judging, all work must 
be taken home, and selected 
pieces kept safely till the 
Exhibition which will take place 
in the Fall, Sept/Oct.  Date will be 
set by the Museum and we will 
let everyone know when the work 
has to be delivered to Museum 
London.  Guild Members will be 
responsible for this transfer and 
also picking up unsold work after 
the Exhibition has closed.   
 
Genet Hodder and Pat Bridgnell 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE LISTING  

President 
Jane Paterak 

Jpaterak@odyssey.on.ca 
 

Vice President 
Catherine Craig 

catherineacraig@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary 
Penni Stoddart 

penelopepots@sympatico.ca 
 

Treasurer 
Laila Costello 

lcostello@jhryder.com 
 

Classes 
Cathy Molitor 

cmolita052@rogers.com 
  

Membership 
Teresa Ainsworth  

tainsworth@odyssey.on.ca 
 

Visiting Artist & In-House 
Workshops  

Chris Snedden  
clayguy4u@chrissnedden.com 

Wendy Lycett 
WLycett@fanshawec.ca 

 
Studio 

Chris Snedden  
clayguy4u@chrissnedden.com 

Gene Timpany 
gtimp@sympatico.ca 

 
Programs 

Alice Nagus  
anagus@sympatico.ca 

 
Sales 

Beth Turnbull-Morrish 
turningbullpottery@hotmail.com 

 
Artisan’s London 

Joey Ianni 
terrapottery2001@yahoo.ca 

 
Seize the Clay 
Marilyn Barbe 

mbarbe@execulink.com 
Darlene Pratt 

prattdarlene@hotmail.com 
 

Newsletter 
Jean Chen 

jean_jie_chen@yahoo.ca 
 

Publicity and Public Relations   
Webmaster 
Julie Ryan 

julieryan@rogers.com 
 

www.londonpottersguild.org 
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