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RESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Nancy Marshall 

 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

Special thanks to Darlene Pratt 

and everyone who came in and 

worked so hard to clean and seal 

the brick walls in the studio. This 

will keep the bricks in good 

condition for years to come. It 

looks great – your time and 

energy is appreciated. 

 

Welcome to David Moynihan, 

the new studio technician at the 

LCAC. Thank you, David, for 

stepping into your new role so 

gracefully, and making a 

difference in the daily life of the 

studio. We will be hearing lots 

from David in the future as he 

addresses studio challenges with 

new, innovative ideas. Thank you 

also to Chris Snedden and Gene 

Timpany for helping ease this 

transition. 

 

Looking into the future, we have 

a fresh Studio Potter’s Program 

being organized by Elly Pakalnis. 

This will give you not-to-be-

missed opportunities to get free, 

high quality training in practical 

studio skills. 

 

Have a look at the Internal 

Workshop article by Patti Wilk 

and Lisa Weir, and apply for the 

workshops that most appeal to 

you. This is a once a year sign up 

that you won’t want to miss. 

 

Coming soon, we have the Fusion 

Conference right here in London 

this spring. Pre-conference 

workshops are going to be a big 

hit, and the main presenters are 

quite incredible. It’s not too early 

to start planning your wish list 

and saving up so you are ready to 

take advantage of everything 

coming our way this spring. 

 

Looking forward to enjoying this 

new year with you all. 

 

 

 
UILDING PROGRESS 

Darlene Pratt 

 
Many great things happened in 

December for the campaign and 

the London Clay Art Centre!  

 

At the beginning of the month the 

latest edition of London Citylife 

magazine hit the shelves and 

homes of thousands of 

Londoners. The front cover 

features a clay angel created by 

Julie Ryan and an announcement 

of the article inside that says, 

ñVision Statement: The London 

Clay Art Centre becomes a 

showpiece for Old East 

redevelopment.ò  

 

The two-page article does a very 

good job explaining the journey 

the Seize the Clay Committee has 

taken since its inception in May 

2003. Freelancer Linda Simpson 

relentlessly pursued us and the 

editor to get a feature article 

about LCAC into the magazine. 

Weôre glad she was so persistent 

because the article does a great 

job describing the hard work that 

has been put into creating LCAC, 

and there are many wonderful 

photos of the facility as well as a 

great shot of many of the people 

who have made a significant 

contribution to the building of 

London Clay Art Centre. As of 

the writing of this newsletter 

article, the magazine was still 

available for purchase at Chapters 

or to be downloaded online at 

www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/Lo

ndon-City-

Life/lcl_winter_2011/201111250

1/#0  

 

 

P 

B 



 

 2 

 

 
I would like to extend a hearty 

thank you to all the LPG 

members! You responded 

enthusiastically to the call for 

matching donations through 

November and December. I am 

happy to announce we reached 

the $10,000 goal. In fact, we 

gathered donations totaling over 

$12,000! This means we were 

able to collect on the original 

$10,000 pledged, thereby putting 

an additional $22,000 into our 

capital account to help us finish 

London Clay Art Centre! Once 

again, thank you for your 

generosity. You will see 

tremendous results from your 

contributions. 

 

A crew of indomitable volunteers 

spent a day in December between 

Christmas and New Yearôs day 

cleaning and sealing two of the 

brick walls ï the ones behind the 

membersô studio and class area. 

The sealant has really brought the 

rich colour of the brick out and it 

will make it easier to vacuum and 

dust the walls in future. Thanks 

to: Cheryl and Al Calic, Marty 

Slimming, Genet Hodder, Nancy 

and Bernie Marshall, Margaret 

Nickle and Jordan Scott for 

spending time that day to help 

make it happen. 

 

Plans for the façade are in the 

drawing and engineering phase. 

We are in close contact with 

MacFadyen Design who is doing 

the remaining renovations on the 

façade and second floor. They are 

well versed in the idiosyncrasies 

of the building, having worked 

with us since early 2008 to bring 

LCAC to life. The façade 

restoration will be complete by 

the time we host the annual 

Fusion Conference in May. Final 

designs and engineering on the 

second floor are yet to come in 

the not too distant future. 

 

 

 

 
 

LASSES 

Genet Hodder 

 

 
Made in a ChildrenΩǎ /ƭŀȅ /ƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [/!/ 

 

First, a heads up about something 

going on this winter at the 

LCAC:  all the clay heads 

covered in plastic are creations 

emerging from the sculpture class 

on the human head, taught by 

Joanna Mozdzen. Each week they 

become eerily more realistic. 

Who can predict whether they 

will one day pop off their 

armatures and come to life?  

All of the winter classes are 

happening as this newsletter goes 

to press, so beyond the heads, 

there are lots of other clay 

creations in progress. 

 

The next session will begin the 

week of March 19, ending the 

week of May 1.  Classes will be 

posted on our website by mid-

February and brochures 

distributed to libraries and other 

downtown galleries.  Registration 

is now underway for half-day 

clay camps during March break 

(March 12 to 16) and for both full 

and half-day camps over the 

summer months. Please check the 

website for registration details or 

call Cheryl at the centre during 

her new extended hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday from 9 am to 3 pm. 

 

 

 

 

TUDIO REPORT 

David Moynihan 

 

I would like to thank everyone 

for the warm welcome as studio 

technician.  Being in the studio, I 

see a passion for clay, a sense of 

community amongst members, 

and pride in the LCAC.  It is a 

joy to be there.  It is this sense of 

pride that I would like to touch 

on.   

 

As a public working art space, 

our sense of pride will carry far 

beyond the doors and create an 

air of professionalism and respect 

in the community.  Much work 

has gone into the building and the 

processes that keep it running.  I 

would like to thank the executive, 

studio technicians, the various 

committees, volunteers, members 

and non members that have and 

are putting so much time and 

effort into fostering this pride and 

professionalism. If we continue 

to grow this sense of pride in 
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both the building and our work, 

we will inevitably become a 

studio to rival any in the nation. 

 

As Studio Technician, my pride 

stems from the cleanliness and 

functionality of the 

studio.  Despite the great efforts 

put forward by most members, 

there is still a dust problem in the 

studio.  Silica is a serious health 

threat to all of us and is regulated 

by health and labour laws.  Some 

new processes are being 

introduced to help ease this 

threat. 

 

First, a new mopping process 

passed on to me by some 

excellent experienced potters is 

being implemented. This process 

of "spray, mop, rinse, repeat", can 

be found in the updated "Studio 

Potter Program Booklet" and is 

also posted in the studio.  

 

Second, we are eliminating the 

brooms and dry sand paper from 

the studio.  By sweeping or 

sanding, the finer clay particles 

are disturbed and land in our 

lungs (Silicosis).  Brooms are 

being replaced with a mop or 

sponge and sand paper is being 

replaced with a sponge or "wet 

sanding".  More information on 

these processes and Silicosis is 

available in the "Studio Potter 

Program Booklet" and is also 

posted in the studio.   

 

If you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns of any 

kind regarding these or other 

issues around the studio, please 

feel free to contact me in person, 

through the communication book 

in the member’s studio, or via 

email at 

studio@londonpottersguild.org.   

 

As a community we all have 

valid ideas and concerns; please 

bring them forward.  It will take 

all of us to make the LCAC what 

it can be. 

 

See you in the studio 

 

 

TUDIO POTTER 

PROGRAM 

Elly Pakalnis 

 

The following workshops are 

available free to all LPG 

members.  These workshops are 

mandatory for all new studio 

members to become familiar with 

the duties involved in operating a 

studio.  I would also encourage 

all studio members to consider 

retaking the courses since there 

have been a few changes made to 

the operations of the studio.  The 

workshops will enhance our 

knowledge of proper procedures 

involved to ensure we are also 

working in a safe and healthy 

environment.  Don't worry if you 

can't make it to these sessions: we 

will be offering the workshops 

for two cycles more during the 

year.  Students who complete all 

4 sessions and 

have committed time to 

volunteering at the studio will 

also be awarded a Certificate.   

  

Studio Maintenance:  January 29 

Kiln Loading and 

Firing:  February 26 

Glaze Making:  March 25 

Clay Reclaim:  April 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NTERNAL WORKSHOPS 

Lisa Weir 

 

Just a few days left to sign up 

for your favourite internal 

workshop courses! 
 

 
 

Internal workshops are helpful 

and interesting 1-2 day courses, 

held on Sat/Sun (2 day course) or 

Sun (1 day workshops) that are 

taught by talented guild members 

for our membership.  Check out 

the course descriptions and dates 

for the workshops, then sign-up! 

  

Sign-up is available until Jan. 31 

- just print off your form, mark 

the courses you want in order of 

preference, and drop it off by Jan. 

31 at the Guild, in the blue 

Internal Workshops bag, found at 

the end of the new larger cubby 

shelving unit.  Your other option 

is to mail it to Patti Wilk, 99 

Orkney Cres, London, Ont N5X 

3R8.   

 

You will find out which courses 

you are in by coming to the 

General Meeting on Tues. Feb. 

14 at 7:30.  Payment is required 

at that time in order to secure 

your spot - if you can't attend, 

please try to have a friend pay for 
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you so that you do not forfeit 

your course.   

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

CAC FIRST BIENNIAL 

EXHIBITION 

Jane Paterak 

Time to make those show pieces 

for the upcoming exhibition!  In 

June of 2012, the London Potters 

Guild will be hosting the LCAC 

Biennial Exhibition.  The 

opening night will coincide with 

the opening night of Fusion with 

lots of opportunity to mingle and 

meet potters from all over 

Ontario and other invited guests.  

The exhibition will be open to 

participants in the Southwestern 

Ontario region. The deadline for 

submissions is March 9
th

, 2012 

and the show will run from 

Friday May 25
th

 to June 

25
th

.   The jurors are Steve Irvine 

and Chandler Swain.  There will 

be several prizes awarded 

including best in show, best 

functional, best non-functional 

and best novice.  Submissions 

will be by photo only.  A 

Photography workshop will be 

held at the LCAC in late 

February, with details coming out 

shortly.  

More details can be found on the 

website along with a call for 

entry form that can be 

downloaded.  Extra copies of the 

call for entry are also available at 

the London Clay Art Centre.  

 

 

 

IBRARY REPORT 

Teresa Ainsworth 

 

The door of the Library cupboard 

has been fixed, thanks to Bernie 

Marshall.   We owe a big thanks 

to former member, Fred Ball, 

who donated a large collection of 

magazines – Studio Potter, 

Ceramics Monthly, Pottery 

Making, and some Clay Times.  

He is cleaning up his studio so 

we are the lucky recipients.  We 

have another new donated book– 

“The Practical Potter: a step-by-

step handbook” by Josie 

Warshaw.  Don’t forget to bring 

your books and DVDs back 

promptly – lots of people want to 

borrow them.  If anyone wants to 

donate books, magazines, or 

DVDs to the Library please 

contact Teresa and make 

arrangements to bring them in.  

Once we have renovated the 

second floor, a proper set of 

bookshelves will be purchased so 

that the books can all be on 

display and freely available.  

There will be a couch and comfy 

chairs to sit in and read (and 

dream) about all the pots you 

would like to make.   

 

 
Bisque Lizard Bowl ς Unknown Potter 

 

 

 

 

 
ROGRAMS 
Alice Nagus & Chris Snedden 

 

 

In January, the evening's guest 

was George VanOstrand, a 

founding member of the London 

Potters Guild. He spent the 

evening showing images of his 

wood fire kiln and the various 

pots that he has been working on 

over the years. We were all 

transfixed in our chairs. George 

was very generous with his 

description of how he gets 

different effects on his pots. He 

showed how he used naturally 

textured clay, faceting and 

stretching with a clay body that 

often contained calcined chicken 

grit.  These techniques were 

combined with surface effects 

achieved through the woodfired 

atmosphere and glaze. George's 

presentation was truly 

inspiring.  My head was 

swimming with all the ideas 

George put forth. Several 

members let me know they were 

also excited by George's 

presentation.  

 

A big thank you to our newest 

member, George; welcome back 

to LPG and thank you for an 

inspiring evening! 

 

And February? Brushes! Brush 

up on things! 

 

Emmy McLaughlan is a 

respected art therapist at Mt. 

Hope Centre for Long Term Care 

here in London. She is a painter 

who loves her brushes - and how 

they can be used to their best 

effect. Emmy will show us how 
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different brushes create different 

marks which can be combined to 

create patterns on your pots, or 

used to make more narrative 

images!  Emmy will tell us a lot 

about brushes and how to use 

them. One aspect I never thought 

about is how to take care of 

brushes. All will be revealed. 

Emmy asks that you bring your 

favourite brush(es) with you to 

the meeting. 
 

 

 
EMBERSHIP 

Teresa Ainsworth 

 

Our membership continues to 

grow and I am amazed at how all 

of us manage to fit into the small 

member space.  It says a lot about 

the Guild members that they can 

cooperate and work together and 

not get into each other’s way and 

fight over our limited space.  We 

all look forward to the 

renovations of the second floor 

when we will be able to take over 

the class area.  We have gained 

some new members in the last 

month or so.  Say hello to Kate 

Young, Daniel Chick, George 

van Ostrand, Shannon Twine, and 

Melissa Farquhar when you see 

them at the Guild or during 

meetings.   

 

 

 
TORE 

Genet Hodder 

 

January and February are the 

quiet months for retail business, 

but the LPG store continues to 

draw people to our Old East 

Village location for a look at 

what we offer, and sometimes to 

buy.  Please spread the word that 

the store is open every day from 

11 am to 3 pm.   

We are planning to have more 

display space in the coming 

months, in anticipation of the 

Fusion exhibition, and in 

anticipation of more store sales, 

because there will not be a 

regular spring LPG sale.  We will 

also intensify our advertising 

campaign.  Take a look at the 

website to see all of the potters 

whose work is represented in the 

store.  If you want to be a part of 

it, please bring in some pots for 

jurying, or contact Genet at 

genethodder@rogers.com if you 

have any questions. 

 

 
 

 

 
NNOUNCEMENTS AND 
EVENTS 
 
 

Please check the Lost and Found 
in front of the glaze kitchen for 
miscellaneous lost items that 
have been left in the guild over 
the last year. 
 

 

 

EXECUTIVE LISTING 

President 

Nancy Marshall 

nancy.marshall@yahoo.ca 

 

Past President 

Marilyn Barbe 

mbarbe@execulink.com 

 

Secretary 

Elly Pakalnis 
ellyp2003@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

Laila Costello 

lailart@live.ca 

 

Classes 

Genet Hodder 

genethodder@rogers.com 
 

Membership 

Teresa Ainsworth 
tainsworth@odyssey.on.ca 

 

Visiting Artist & In-House Workshops 

Chris Snedden 

clayguy4u@chrissnedden.com 

Nancy Marshall 
Nancy.marshall@yahoo.ca 

 

Studio Technician 

David Moynihan 

studio@londonpottersguild.org 

 

Programs 

Alice Nagus 

anagus@sympatico.ca 

 

Volunteer 

Penni Stoddart 
penelopepots@rogers.com 

 

Seize the Clay 

Darlene Pratt 

prattdarlene@rogers.com 

 

Publicity and Public Relations 

Webmaster 

Julie Ryan 

julieryanhome@rogers.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Brendan Wilson 

bwilso24@gmail.com 
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 London Potters Guild 
Seize the Clay Campaign 

72-900 Pondview Rd. 

London, ON 

 N5Z 4L7 

519-680-3874 

 

  

Yes! I want to support the London Potters Guild ñSeize the Clay Campaignò 

Enclosed please find my gift in the amount of: $  (Canadian Dollars) 

Last Name:   

First Name(s):  Middle Initial:  

Company:     (if applicable)  

Title:      (if applicable)  

Address:    

Address (2):     

City:     

Province:   Postal Code:     

Phone:   

Email:    

Ä This gift is in honour of  

Ä This gift is in memory of  
Please send acknowledgement card to (name, full address): 

 
Ä I/We work for a company with a Matching Gifts Program. This gift will be matched by:   

 
Payment type: 

Ä Cheque is enclosed. (Please make cheques payable to ñThe London Potters Guildò) 
or 
Credit Card:(check one)  
Ä VISA     Ä MASTERCARD  

Credit card number:   Expiration date:   
Signature:   ___________________________________  

 

A charitable receipt will be issued for the full amount of your donation. 

The London Potters Guild is an Incorporated Not-for-Profit Charitable Organization 

No. 886676790RR0001 
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 The Internal Workshops are ready to go for next year. We had a great response to the 2011 Internal Workshops so please 

note that the forms are due by January 31, 2012. Attached at the back of the newsletter is the line up for you to choose from. 

Please read carefully. Looking forward to another wonderful year of fun and learning together.  

 

Internal Workshop Descriptions:  

 

Mould Making ð Anthony Veilleux  Saturday & Sunday, March 17th & 18th  

 

This course is an introduction to the fabulous world of silicone mould making. Weõll be making moulds and reproductions of 

a small (2-3ó) three dimensional object of your choice. 

 

Beautiful Bowls ð David Moynihan  Sunday, May 13th  

 

Want to get good at making bowls? In òBeautiful Bowlsó, David Moynihan will be teaching us three dependable methods for 

throwing wonderful bowl forms. Weõll be experimenting with 1, 2, and 5 lb bowls. Come get the inside scoop on perfecting 

rims and foot rings. David will even show us how to get rid of the òbeginner humpsó most of us battle. 

 

Extruder Magic ð Ana Mattos  Sunday, July 15th  

 

Come and learn about this underused simple machine! Discover great ways of making functional and sculptural works with 

it, while learning how to make dies with your own patterns. 

 

Hand Built Teapots ð Andrea Vuletin Sunday, September 23rd  

 

Learn to make a hand built teapot that works! We will construct a teapot or two, time permitting, from slab, using templates. 

We will also look at a few ways to create a spout and handle that are balanced, function well and are design elements that 

work with the teapot body and the potential surface decoration. 

 

Contempory Design: Taking Your Vessels To The Next Level 

Jessica Steinhauser    Sunday, October 28th  

 

Take your pottery designs to the next level with Jessica Steinhauser. She will be aiding you in refining your own vessel shapes 

to enhance their aesthetic appeal. Included in her workshop will be lid making and pulling handles off the vessel for a 

seamless and flowing finish. 
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London Potters Guild                                                  
C/O London Clay Art Centre 
664 Dundas Street London, ON. N5W 2Y8 
Tel: 519-434-1664 
www.londonpottersguild.org 

 
Internal Workshops for 2012 

 
All workshops will be held @ LCAC. They will run from 9am to 4pm unless otherwise noted.  
Contact Person: Patti Wilk Telephone 519-858-0815 or email h-p-wilk@rogers.com 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Fill in your requested workshops in the chart below and mail ASAP 

 

Please 
Leave  
Blank 

 
Choice 
# 1-5 

 
Subject 

 
Cost 

 
Instructor 

 
Date 

 
 

  
Mould Making 
 

 
$40+hst= 45.20 
+ material fee 

 
Anthony Veilleux 

Sat & Sun 
Mar 17&18 
*11am-4pm 

 
 

  
Beautiful Bowls 
 

 
$30+hst= 33.90 

 
David Moynihan 

Sunday 
May 13 

 
 

  
Extruder Magic 
 

 
$30+hst= 33.90 

 
Ana Mattos 

Sunday 
July 15 

 
 

  
Hand Built Teapots 
 

 
$30+hst= 33.90 

 
Andrea Vuletin 

Sunday 
September 23 

 
 

 Contemporary Design: 
Taking Your Vessel to the 
Next Level 

 
$50+hst= 56.50 

 
Jessica Steinhauser 

Sunday 
October 28 

 
Please mail in this sheet by January 31, 2012 to: Patti Wilk, 99 Orkney Cres, London, ON N5X 3R8 
If you prefer, you can drop it off at LCAC in the internal workshops bag located on the end of the new larger cubby shelving. 

 
A committee will open the sheets at random and attempt to register you in your 1st choice. If your first choice in unavailable 
(workshop is full) you will be placed on a waiting list for your first choice and registered in your second choice. We will go 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ 

 
These sheets will be returned to you at the February 14th meeting and at that time you can pay for the workshops for which 
you are registered. If you cannot be at the meeting, please have a friend pay for you so that you do not forfeit your spot. 
Please note that participants provide their own clay for the workshops. 
 
Receipt:     _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount     _____________________________________        Date     __________________________________ 
 
Treasurer   _________________________________________________________________________________       

 

 

http://www.londonpottersguild.org/
mailto:h-p-wilk@rogers.com

